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This newsletter is sent out to all who have called in on the AWA net with the hopes that it will 
encourage you to call in again and help to keep the AWA net alive and well. 


Should you not want to receive any further publications of this newsletter, drop me a note and I 
will take you off the mailing list. 


Happenings: 


We still seem to be plagued with poor band conditions due to low sunspot activity, and now it’s 
even affecting the call in on the SSB net. Numbers have definitely started to decline, but we want 
to encourage you, don’t give up now. Try the 80m relay if you have 80m, more often than not it 
gives good results. 


The 80m relay has proved to be quite successful with fairly good reports coming in from those 
who listen in and we want to encourage the local stations, ZS6, to use the 80m band as it does 
give satisfactory results. The Div 5 stations find that when 40m is out to div 6, they can still 
work quite well in to div 6 on 80m. If you don’t have an 80m antenna up by now, then it may be 
a good time to get one in the air. 


We have made a submission to the contest committee of the SARL for the AWA QSO party 
which will be held on the second Saturday and Sunday of May each year. Included in this 
newsletter is the submission that has been put forward to the SARL. Hope that it will be well 
attended. 


ZSOAWA/CW. 
a 2 


Heard on frequency this last month has been Ian ZSSIAN, John ZSSJON, John ZS6JBJ, Gary 
ZSSNK, Barrie ZS6AJY, Pierre ZS6BQS and Andy ZS6ADY. Join us on Saturday afternoons at 
14:00 SAST. The net is run at +12 wpm and so should meet the needs of all interested in CW. 
7020 is the frequency. 


AM Net: 


The Wednesday evening AM net continues, even in the band conditions that we have been 
experiencing. Most times it works for us, but now with our stormy season upon us, the band has 
become quite noisy. Despite it all, only once this month were conditions so bad that we decided 
to call it quits. 


Please come up and join us if you have the time and the inclination. On Wednesday some of the 
guys start transmitting on AM from 17:00 in the evening, so log in when you can. Saturday 
mornings from 06:00 on 3615. 


Heard on frequency this month have been Gary ZSSNK, Rod ZSS5RK, Don ZSSDR, Rad 
ZS6RAD, Barney ZS6BLL, Willem ZS6ALL, Denis ZR6DNS, Brian ZS2AB, Cliff ZS6BOX, 
Ted ZSO6BYX and yours truly ZS6ADY. Time we had some newcomers joining us. If you just 
listen in to the AM net then send us a signal report and let us know how reception has been. You 
can either email or send an sms to 082 448 4368. 


SSB Net: 


With 40m remaining a difficult prospect for local as well as div 5 stations, the 80m relay is 
proving to be quite popular. However, there are times that I will not be available to do the relay 
and wonder if there is anyone else who has the capability to do a relay from 40m to 80m and visa 
versa. The main thing is not just to have 2 HF rigs, but to have 2 separate antenna’s, preferably 
in opposing directions. In other words one north/south and the other east west, if mounted close 
to each other. If you are able to assist with this, please contact Andy either by email or by phone 
on 082 448 4368. 


I have experienced problems last Saturday with a bit of moisture after all the rain we have had, 
causing interference between the 2 bands on my antenna system. Hopefully I have that sorted out 
now. 


We appeal to all of you, when calling in on 40m, should you not be able to hear the control 
station, try letting someone know who you can hear and you know can hear the control station. 
It’s better than doubling over everybody. Better still, try 80m. 


W2OEKC Operated at Signal Corps Radio School by Soldier Hams 


BY 8S. GORDON 


Was hundreds of amateurs who have 
contacted W2OEC and the many hundreds of 
others who are likely to do so in months to come 
may be interested to learn something of this 
unusual station and its mission in life. 


* 9505 Aqueduct Ave., New York City. 


Upper right——The antenna site at W20EC is a 
swampy area several hundred feet from the shack. Two 
of the four 70-foot poles which support doublets for the 
20, 40, 75, 80 and 160 meter-bands may be seen. The 
wood runways in the foreground carry the concentric 
lines ont over the swamp from the point where they 
emerge from the ground. 

Upper left — The rotary beam used for 20 meters has 
ne elevated on a 65-foot pole since this picture was 
taken, 
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TAYLOR, 


W2iCR * 


W20KC is located at the Radio School of the 
Signal Corps Replacement Training Center at 
Fort Monmouth, N. J. It is entirely government 
equipped and owned, yet is strictly a ham station 
in every sense of the word. It contacts only other 
ham stations, operates only on the ham bands, 
and is even licensed under the name of the in- 


Lower left — General view of the two operating posi- 
tions at W2O0EC. In the foreground Staff Sgt. M. L. 
Fisher is seanning the ether at the controls of the SX-28 
while Tech. Sgt. Foster types incoming and relay traffic 
at the NC-200 position. The black cabinets in each posi- 
tion are the HT-5 preamplifiers. 

Lower right — A code class at Fort Monmouth. There 
are five such classes of 120 men each. These are graded 
for different code speeds, and trainees progress from one 


to another as their speed warrants. 


dividual officer in charge — himself an old-time 
ham. It is likewise operated entirely by licensed 
amateurs drawn from the rookies in training at 
the Radio School and other schools of the Re- 
placement Center, and from the Radio School’s 
staff. 

Its major variance from the typical ham layout 
is found in the completeness of the equipment, the 
flexibility of operation and in the efficient plan- 
ning of everything pertaining to the station. Its 
purpose, too, is a little unusual in that it was 
established primarily to handle messages, via 
amateur radio, between the thousands of men in 
training at Fort Monmouth and their homes. Its 
secondary purpose is to provide operating prac- 
tice and recreation for trainees who are. licensed 
hams. These can assist in handling traffic, carry 
on personal rag-ehews or participate in relay 
work, and are at liberty to operate the station 
during their Jeisure hours. 

To insure effective facilities for traffic handling, 
W20EC has two completely equipped operating 
positions, each with its own communications 
receiver and 450-watt transmitter. These trans- 
mitters are equipped for operation on all ham 
bands from 10 to 160 meters. Thus the two operat- 
ing positions are entirely independent of one 
another so that two separate QSO’s can be carried 
on at the same time, providing normal precau~- 
tions are taken so far as frequency separation is 
concerned. 

One group of antennas is located several hun- 
dred feet from the shack and includes half-wave 
doublets for 20, 40, 75, 80 and 160 meters. These 
are suspended from four 72-foot wood poles ar- 
ranged in a great diamond. They are fed by indi- 
vidual concentric lines extending underground 
from the shack to the antenna site where they 
match into low-impedance cables. Near the shack 
is a Mim’s 20-meter rotary beam. This is mounted 
atop a 65-foot wood pole and is rotated electrically 
from the operating table, where a coupled direc- 
tion indicator dial shows the precise position at 
all times. 

All feeders run to a terminal board in the 
shack. This accommodates terminal fixtures, 
relays, and the air filters and pumps by means 
of which the concentric lines are maintained 
automatically at an internal pressure of 50 lbs., 
dry air. 

The station is under the supervision of Ist Li. 
Preston W. Simms (W9DTF-W2KWH-W20EC) 
and is in the direct charge of Tech. Sgt. A. L. 
Foster G<7BAQ-W7BAQ). The latter, after 27 
years in Alaska as an operator in the Signal Corps 
and a ham of 13 years standing, still gets a real 
kick out of ham radio. The only drawback is that 
his code speed is getting slightly rusty — having 
tapered off to something in the vicinity of 50 
w.p-m.! : 

F& W20EKC dispatches messages from the men at 
Fort Monmouth, ‘accepts incoming messages for 


Lt. P. W. Simms, Officer in Charge of W20EC, at 
the mike. The standard Hallicrafters HT-4 transmitter, 
which is duplicated in the other operating position, is 
shown at the extreme right. This operates on five bands 
and puts out 450 watts on c.w.; 325 watts on "phone. 
At the extreme left is a Meissner de luxe Signal Shifter 
(only partly showing) and next to it a multiple frequency 
standard for e.c.o. frequency checking. Note the con- 
venient layout, with a place for everything and every- 
thing in its place. 


them, and is always ready to codperate in general 
relay work. It also maintains schedules in both 
the Washington and New Jersey AARS nets. 

To hams who are worried lest amateur radio be 
closed down during these troublesome times, the 
fact that the Signal Corps has established its own 
amateur station at this time should be encourag- 
ing. It certainly would seem to indicate that ham 
radio is to remain a going concern, at least so far 
as the Army is able to see ahead. 


CHRASTMAS 
Cheeetings 


from the Crew 
at Headquarters 


TO ALL HAS 


BOUND VOLUME XXV OF ‘@ST? 


WVeE have a limited number of Bound 
Volume XXV of QST. This volume is made up 
in two sections, each containing six issues of 1941 
OST. Handsomely bound arid gold imprinted the 
complete volume is priced at $7.50, postpaid. 


P.O.W. 


Ur is reported that the following amateurs 
are being held as prisoners of war: 


F. Lt. F. H. Babeock, G8LI, Kingswood, Sur- 
rey A.C. 1 M. R. Campbell, VK83MR, West 
Coburg, Australia. 

R. M. Garrett, GBBP, London, England. 


The article came out of the 65" Anniversary Reproduction of the January 1942 QST magazine, 
as did the advertisement on the last page. 


AWA Valve QSO Part 


The aim of the AWA QSO party is to create activity on the 40 and 80 
meter bands. It is a phone only contest. 


Dates. The 2nd Saturday and Sunday of May. The Saturday will be an 
AM QSO Party and the Sunday an SSB QSO Party 


Time. From 16:00 - 18:00 SAST (both dates) 


Preferably, Valve radio's, or radio's with valves in them may be used. 
(No Linear Amplifiers). The output power may not exceed 100w, unless 
the rig itself has a higher output power. (FTdx400 etc) 


Frequencies - 80m 3,600 to 3650 Mhz 
40m 7,050 to 7,100 Mhz 


Exchange - call sign, RS and consecutive serial numbers starting at 001, 
plus type of radio used. eg HT37 Tx. 


Scoring - All valve radio 3 points per contact 
Hybrid (valve & solid state) 2 points per contact 
Solid State Radio | point per contact 


Swap Column: 


Any swaps or items for sale in the antique line ? Let me have the details and we will advertise it 
here. 


Ian ZSSIE, has a Racal RA17L in mint condition. Anyone interested in this rig can contact him 
at 072 389 3654. 


If you would like to forward this newsletter to any other interested parties, please feel free to do 
so. Print it out and put in on your club notice board, or give it to someone interested in valve 
radios. If you know of any who report in on the net but don’t have email, print it out and give 
them a copy. 


Net days and times: 


Saturday 06:00 AM Net — frequency 3615Mhz 

Saturday 08:30 SSB net - frequency — 7070 with a relay on 3615 
Saturday 14:00 CW net — frequency 7020Mhz 

Wednesday 19:30 AM net — frequency 3615 (-5 for QRM) 


This, and past copies of the AWA _ Newsletter can be downloaded from 
http://harc.org.za/newsletters/AWA/. Our thanks to the Highway Amateur Radio Club in Durban 
(http://www.harc.org.za) for providing this service to our members and other interested parties. 


Thanks for the Bandwidth 


DE ZS6ADY for ZSOAWA 


